
 

 

 

Orrong Group Questionnaire for Stonnington Council Candidates 
 

1. Are you satisfied with the way in which Council has dealt with planning and development matters in 

Stonnington in recent years? 

 

No. As a local resident of North Ward, I have witnessed several very poor planning decisions in my 

own neighbourhood and this is what first triggered my motivation to run for Council. 

 

High density high rise developments have their place, but only if the necessary infrastructure has 

first been put in place to support a much higher population density. 

 

High density high rise developments are most suited to the Melbourne CBD, St Kilda Road and 

Docklands where there is sufficient infrastructure to support a large and concentrated population. 

 

The infrastructure in Stonnington is simply not in place to support the sort of high density, high rise 

developments that this set of Councillors have approved. 

 

Our trains, trams and roads are already experiencing severe congestion during peak times and high 

density, high rise developments (like the 26 story tower in Yarra Street) will only make matters 

worse. They should not be approved until the necessary infrastructure to support them has been 

first put in place. 

 

High rise high density developments are also increasingly being built without adequate parking and 

this is going to make street parking even harder to find and increase the likelihood of cars parking 

across driveways. 

 

1.1 - If so, why? 

1.2 - If not, what would you be seeking to do differently? 

 

Councillors need to urgently and thoroughly revisit Stonnington Council’s planning strategy following 

the State Government’s reform of planning zones. Council must start acting proactively to put in 

place urban design frameworks to preserve local amenity and character of neighbourhoods so that 

the circumstances that gave rise to the outrageous 590 Orrong Road decision can be avoided in 

future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. 590 Orrong Road is one of the most significant developments in many years in South Ward. 

I Agree 

2.1 - If you agree, why is it significant? 

The scale of the development is too large and out of character with the local area. The proposed 

development includes 448 apartments and 18 townhouses with 466 dwellings in total. Local 

infrastructure is already under strain and this massive development will push them to breaking point, 

especially our roads, public transport and schools. 

2.2 - What do you see as the Council's role in relation to this development in coming years? 

Council needs to do everything in its power to reduce the scale of this development so it is in 

accordance with the character of the local neighbourhood. Short of achieving a reduction in the scale 

of the development, Council needs to lobby the State Government to secure new and upgraded 

infrastructure to protect local amenity. In particular it will need to secure additional low floor trams 

for Malvern Road and High Street, a more frequent rail service during peak travel times for Toorak 

Station and better/safer bike lanes for cyclists. 

2.2 - Are there other developments you rate as more significant? 

I think development in South Yarra’s Forrest Hill is of equal concern.  

 

High density development can work well but only if the right infrastructure has been put in place to 

support a larger and more densely concentrated population. That is why most high density 

developments that work well are established in or very closely around major city centres where 

there is a corresponding concentration of great public transport and other important services like 

schools, employment and hospitals. 

 

Whilst it may seem like a good idea to turn the Forrest Hill Precinct of South Yarra into a high rise, 

high density community, there are serious infrastructure bottlenecks that must first be overcome. 

 

The population of the Forrest Hill precinct was only 142 in 2006 but it is expected to grow to 4,800 in 

2030. However, if you include the Chapel Street area, the population is projected to grow by more 

than 10,000 by 2030. It could even end up as high as 15,000 given the scale of recent developments 

approved by this Council. 

 

The Forrest Hill area can only be accessed by Yarra and Claremont Streets and while it is close to a 

train station and tram line, we all know that during peak hour the trains and trams are crowded to 

overcapacity and the roads are gridlocked. 

 

And congestion is set to only get worse. Estimates by the Australian Bureau of Statistics project that 

if car ownership trends in Melbourne continue, by 2030 there will be an additional 1.4 million cars on 

our streets or a 59% increase. 

 

A substantial increase in the population of the Forrest Hill Precinct will have a serious flow on effect 

impacting neighbouring communities within and beyond the Stonnington Council boundaries. 

 

If we are to maintain the livability and amenity of our community then sensible planning is required 

where adequate infrastructure is put in place pro-actively before major developments commence. 

 

I am also very disappointed at the decision to rip up the beautiful gardens at Stonington Mansion on 

Glenferrie road for apartments. This was a rare and important piece of open space in a community 

that has the second lowest percentage of public open space per resident in Victoria. 

 

I think that the scale of the Chadstone Shopping Centre expansion is too great and will have a 

significant and detrimental impact on the local community in East Ward. That is why I objected to 

the development as part of the planning process. 

 

 

 

 

 



3. What would you do to ensure Council identifies and works to protect other "potentially vulnerable" 

sites within Stonnington? 

I will revisit Stonnington Council’s planning strategy following the State Government’s reform of 

planning zones. I will work with community groups such as the Malvern East Group and Orrong 

Group, working proactively where possible to put in place urban design frameworks that will 

preserve the local amenity and character of our neighbourhoods. 

 

4. Do you believe the Council or Council members do enough to communicate with the community and 

to make themselves available for community consultation during their time in office? 

No and the Stonnington Council Community Satisfaction report of 2012 supports this view. According 

to the Council Community Satisfaction report of 2012, 34% of respondents said that when it comes 

to community engagement Councils performance needs improvement. 

4.1 - If not, what changes would you seek to make? 

Councillors need to seek out, engage with, listen to and respond to the concerns of local residents, 

business operators and community groups. As a local I will work as a strong and enthusiastic 

advocate for the community I live in. 

4.2 - If so, what do you like? 

 

5. How many Council meetings have you attended in the past year of Council? 

This year I attended 3 Council meetings. I also attended and spoke at a number of Stonnington 

Council consultation meetings on planning including on the Chadstone development in February 

2012. In addition I have written a series of opinion pieces for the Stonnington Leader on planning 

(see http://www.stonnington2012.com.au/newsandpublications )and made planning submissions 

opposing the Chadstone Shopping Centre expansion and the 111 dwelling development in Elizabeth 

Street Malvern. 

5.1 – What were the issues that motivated you to attend? 

I attended due to my concern over planning issues and to gain a better appreciation of the dynamics 

of Council and process of Council meetings. It was disappointing to see how divided our current set 

of Councillors are. 

 

6. How long have you resided in Stonnington? 

I have lived in Stonnington for around 6 very happy years and intend to always call this place my 

home. 

– Do you own property in Stonnington?  

Yes, I am a ratepayer as well as a resident. I live at 10 Acre Place in Malvern which is located in north 

Ward where I am running as a candidate.  

 

7. Which  Ward have you nominated in. 

North Ward where I live 

7.1 - How long have you resided in that Ward? 

I have lived in North Ward for approximately 6 years 

              7.2 - Have you stood for Stonnington or any other council previously, and if so, where and when? 

I have never previously run for Council office either here or anywhere else. 

8. Have you any political affiliations? 

I am running as an independent for Council but I am a member of the Liberal Party. I am funding my 

campaign entirely with my own money; I will not accept political donations as it gives rise to 

potential conflicts of interest. 

8.1 - If “yes” please state these. 

8.2 - How will your political affiliations affect your decision making? 

9. As an independent I will not be influenced by any of the policies of any political party. I will be a 

strong and independent voice for the local community in which I live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. What is your policy and approach to planning in Stonnington? 

The underpinning philosophy of my approach to planning is that local communities are best at 

determining which developments are appropriate and which developments are not. It is they who 

must live with the consequences of poor planning outcomes. As the level of government closest to 

the local community, elected councils and not unelected bodies such as VCAT, are best at deciding 

planning decisions. 

10.1 – If you have political affiliations, what is your party`s approach to planning in Stonnington? 

I am an independent, I will not be influenced by the approach undertaken by any political party. This 

is the reason why the Liberal Party will not endorse of affiliate with Councillors or Council candidates. 

 

11. What experience, knowledge and judgement do you bring to Council? 

I have many years experience working at senior levels. In my current role I work for a national 

company developing and implementing high level marketing and communications strategies. As part 

of my role I manage large budgets, liaise with government and industry and regularly report directly 

to the Board level. I have a Master Degree which I completed in the United States and I have worked 

as a volunteer on the executives of a number of community based charities and not-for-profit 

groups. 

10.1 – What is the current budget of Stonnington Council? 

According to the CEO of Stonnington Council, the current budget is approximately $160M if capital is 

included. Operating expenditure is $125M and capital works $34M. The 2012/2013 budget estimates 

$65.1million in general rates raised (excluding special rates). Additionally council has 878 staff, 53% 

of which are full time. Managing a complex budget of this size is a huge responsibility that is not to 

be taken lightly. 

 

NAME: Matthew Koce 

CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: 0419 572 056 

EMAIL: Matthew@Stonnington2012.com.au 

  

 Thank you.  Please return this questionnaire to the Orrong Group by 14 October. 

EMAIL  :  mlcarroll@netspace.net.au      or 

MAIL :     ORRONG GROUP, PO Box 2039,  East Prahran, 3181.                                      
 

 


