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George	 Neophytou	 

“I’ll	 bring	 passion	 and	 professionalism	 back	 to	 Council”	 
	 

Stonnington	 North	 Ward	 
 
 

 
8th October 2012 
 
 
 
Ms Margot Carroll 
Orrong Group 
PO Box 2039 
EAST PRAHRAN  VIC  3181  
 
Email: mlcarroll@netspace.net.au 
 
 
 
Dear Margot, 
 
Thank you for your email of 6th October 2012 and engaging in the Council Election process. 
 
Below are the answers to your questions in the order you provided. 
 
1. Are you satisfied with the way in which Council has dealt with planning and development 

matters in Stonnington in recent years? 
 
1.1 - If so, why? 
 
No.  It is obvious that some Councillors are pro development and others have not 
understood or cared about the implications of their decisions and impact on residents. 
 
1.2 - If not, what would you be seeking to do differently? 
 
Council must take control and set proper height limits (not ambiguous preferred 
maximums) in all areas of the city, define character precincts for all locations and 
increase heritage areas. Stonnington has some remarkable architecture and 
streetscapes that are most worthy of preservation.  In addition, the notion that allowing 
high-rise development in the Forrest Hill precinct (South Yarra) would protect the rest of 
the City was flawed and should be overturned.  The 590 Orrong Road development is a 
poignant reminder.  

 
2.  590 Orrong Road is one of the most significant developments in many years in 

South Ward. 
 
2.1 - If you agree, why is it significant? 
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I agree with this statement.  This site in the heart of Stonnington was an opportunity for 
either Council to purchase the site for open space, Council has a large fund collected 
from developer’s contributions to purchase land for this exact purpose (open space).  
Otherwise, it should have instituted better controls and management of this site.  It could 
then have directed the developer to consider a low-rise prestigious town house 
development (similar two developments on Wellington Parade South, East Melbourne).  
Other Councils can do it. 

2.2 What do you see as the Council's role in relation to this development in coming years. 
 
You are obviously aware of the appeal to the Supreme Court of Victoria, which 
incorporates in its claim that residents (your Group) were ignored by VCAT.  I am very 
concerned that “residents rights” are being ignored.   

I think Council needs to engage a top legal team and experts to try and overturn the 
VCAT decision.  If successful, then work with the developer to come up with a better 
residential housing development, as described in 2.1. 
 
Should Council be unsuccessful at the Supreme Court consideration should be given to 
appeal the decision to the Full Court of the Supreme Court.  Again if unsuccessful on that 
appeal there is the option of an appeal to the High Court. 
 
This may well be the right test case to put pressure on VCAT for its obvious pro 
development stance at the expense of resident’s rights.  Both the Council officers and 
Councillors need to signal a much “tougher” stance on developers. 
 
2.3 Are there other developments you rate as more significant? 

 
No, I think the Orrong Road development is the most significant residential 
site/development in Stonnington. 
 
The next significant commercial site is Chadstone Shopping Centre, which needs review.  
It is far too large now and draws an unnecessary number of people and vehicles to the 
east of Stonnington from a very large catchment area.  My view is that this is not a good 
planning decision. 

The massive extensions are creating significant problems for residents in that vicinity.  It 
is time to draw a line and not allow any further expansion. 

I am not against Chadstone, but think it should be thought of in context with our strip 
shopping precinct’s which are experiencing difficult times. 
 

3. What would you do to ensure Council identifies and works to protect other "potentially 
vulnerable" sites within Stonnington? 

The first thing I would do is work with the Planning Department to look at all large and 
imminent sites for development.  I would then ensure that proper controls and/or zones 
are set in place. 

For example: Council had not properly zoned a site on Surrey Road, South Yarra, 
culminating in a 13 storey apartment development next to single storey terrace houses.  
This is disgraceful.  I had opposed the development at 8 storeys and then when the 
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developer counter-claimed 13 storeys.  I had also written to the President of VCAT (who 
is a Supreme Court Judge) arguing that the resident’s concerns had not been considered 
in the decision. 

4. Do you believe the Council or Council members do enough to communicate with the 
community and to make themselves available for community consultation during their 
time in office? 
 
4.1 - If not, what changes would you seek to make? 
4.2 - If so, what do you like? 
 
4.1 & 4.2 combined. 

I have had good feedback from some of the current Councillors. 

Having said that, I would like to institute a new approach that will leave a spare day in my 
diary every fortnight, for residents to come and see me, have a coffee, at my South Yarra 
law office so that they can personally convey and discuss any issues they have. 

With regards to organised groups, like the Orrong Group, I would be happy to attend your 
regular meetings so that you have direct access to me, to get thorough up-to-date 
information. 

I will visit all sites listed as planning matters on Council and organise to see residents on 
site during those visit/s. 

The main standpoint is I am pro the resident, so you are assured of my support.  

5. How many Council meetings have you attended in the past year of Council? 
 
5.1 – What were the issues that motivated you to attend? 

I have attended about 5 Council Meetings.  The issues that I was interested in were to do 
with traffic management, planning, construction noise, parking restrictions, and other 
incidental matters. 

6. How long have you resided in Stonnington? 

I have been in Stonnington for over 5 years. 

6.1 – Do you own property in Stonnington? 
 

Yes. 
 
7. Which Ward have you nominated in. 

North Ward. 

7.1 How long have you resided in that Ward? 
 
Over 5 years. 
 



T	 03	 9827	 1995	  E	 vote1@GeorgeNeophytou.com	 
W	 http://GeorgeNeophytou.com	  B	 http://gn4stonnington.wordpress.com	 

FB	 www.facebook.com/gn4stonnington	  T	 https://twitter.com/gn4stonnington	 

7.2 - Have you stood for Stonnington or any other council previously, and if so, where 
and when? 
 
First time in Stonnington. 
 

8. Have you any political affiliations? 

No.  I have never been a member of any political party.  I do not believe in “party politics” 
in local democracies. 

8.1 - If “yes” please state these. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
8.2 - How will your political affiliations affect your decision making? 
 
Not applicable. 

 
9. What is your policy and approach to planning in Stonnington? 

I am opposed to further high-rise developments.  I am also opposed to inappropriate low-
rise developments.  Resident’s concerns in respect to planning matters are paramount 
and I will provide genuine advocacy. 

Council must take control and set proper height limits (not dubious preferred maximums) 
in all areas of the city, define character precincts for all locations (like 590 Orrong Road) 
and increase heritage areas. Stonnington has some remarkable architecture and 
streetscapes that are most worthy of preservation. Keeping precincts to strict height limits 
and character creates a natural protection and security for residents. Individuals anchor 
in a location because of its streetscape; therefore, staying true to the original integrity is 
paramount. 

9.1 – If you have political affiliations, what is your party`s approach to planning in 
Stonnington? 
 
No political affiliations. 

 
10. What experience, knowledge and judgement do you bring to Council? 

 
I am a practicing lawyer. I have a law degree with honours, commerce degree 
(economics and marketing) and am an Associate Fellow with the Australian Marketing 
Institute.  I have worked in corporate business and previously operated a business and 
marketing practice, specialising in economics.  Concurrently to the consulting practice I 
was a sessional lecturer at Deakin University. 
 
I have connections and involvement in business as well.  Further, I am a board member 
of Hilltop Foundation Inc. a benevolent society and have been a board member of a 
number of other organisations. 
 
To sum up I bring my professional background, knowledge and experience to the role 
and active community engagement. 
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10.1 – What is the current budget of Stonnington Council? 
 
From the budget documents on the City of Stonnington website, it appears the budget is 
approximately $130M based on revenues. 

 
Conclusion: 
 

I have not appeared out of nowhere to contest a place on Council.  I have worked 
actively in my local community in a low profile way. 

I have prepared numerous submissions and represented residents for over 5 years in my 
area in South Yarra (Jam Factory and Environs, Chapel Vision).  I have opposed every 
high-rise, inappropriate low-rise and other suspect planning applications.  I have argued 
legal points and disagreed with members at VCAT to get a fair outcome for residents.  I 
have had some good successes. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
George Neophytou 
 
G Neophytou 
 


