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Monday 25 October 2010 
                             

VIC COALITION TO OVERHAUL PLANNING TO 
END LABOR’S SHAM CONSULTATIONS  
 
 
The Victorian Liberal Nationals Coalition will rebuild Melbourne’s planning system to 
balance community and developer interests and end the sham consultation and 
questionable deals that have marked Labor’s time in office. 
 
“Victoria’s future is being changed by Labor’s planning failures and incompetence,” 
Coalition Leader Ted Baillieu said today. 
 
“The development of Melbourne has been mismanaged and Victoria is losing its way as a 
result, and sham consultation has replaced genuine public opinion and input,” Mr Baillieu 
said. 
 
“The Coalition has listened to Victorians who want a planning system based on genuine 
consultation, honesty, openness and certainty. 
 
“The sham consultation and questionable deals that have become a feature of the 
planning system under Labor, for example with the Windsor scandal, will end under a 
Baillieu Government’s rewrite of metropolitan planning policy. 
 
“Unlike Labor’s recent attempts to nobble the Central City Planning Authority, the Coalition 
will retain and strengthen this body in government.” 
 
Under the Coalition’s plan, a new outcomes-based metropolitan planning strategy will also 
be developed for Melbourne based on ten principles, including: 

 
• honest and genuine community engagement and consultation; 
• restoring integrity, transparency and certainty to the planning system; 
• the sustainable growth of Melbourne; 
• respecting and preserving urban character; 
• clearly identifying areas for urban renewal and future development zones; 
• integrating and optimising existing and future infrastructure and service provision; 
• clarifying where urban densification in clearly identified areas can occur; 
• ensuring the social, economic and environmental well-being of the community is 

preserved and promoted through the planning system; 
• protecting existing parks and open spaces from development; and 
• aiding housing affordability. 
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The Coalition will also overhaul the process of ministerial intervention on planning 
applications by requiring: 

 
• that the annual statement to Parliament on the use of ministerial intervention 

contain a list of all external lobbyists who have held meetings with the Minister, 
Minister’s staff and Department of Planning regarding projects that have been 
called in by the Minister; 

• guidelines be established for the use of intervention on the basis of state 
significance; 

• that the annual statement to Parliament on the use of ministerial intervention also 
contain the number of planning scheme amendments rejected by the Minister; 

• that the annual statement to Parliament on the use of ministerial intervention also 
contain approvals facilitated by the Minister’s department; and 

• that the annual statement to Parliament on the use of ministerial intervention also 
contain any transfer of responsible authority status. 

 
In addition, under a Baillieu Government an independent, broad-based anti-corruption 
commission will have the power to investigate planning decisions in Victoria. 
 
A Liberal Nationals Coalition Government supports the Minister’s right to retain the use of 
intervention powers as contained in the Planning and Environment Act. However, the 
Coalition will establish strict guidelines to increase the oversight of the use of intervention 
powers. 
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